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#312 BUILDING ON A LEGACY
As Splendor Expands, 
Its Solid Reputation Remains

By Brady L. Kay
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It’s an early summer morning in Silver Lake, Ind., as the sun is 
starting to peek out for the first time. The rest of the world is just 
waking up, but the sounds of an active manufacturing plant along 
Indiana State Road 15 have been ramping up for hours. This is the 
home of Splendor Boats, but if you’re looking for the president 
of the company or his siblings who all share equal ownership in 
their grandfather Doyle Heckaman’s business, you probably won’t 
find them sitting in an office. Splendor Boats is run by the third 
generation of Heckamans, Doyle’s three grandchildren: Adam 
Heckaman, Andrew Heckaman, and Amy (Heckaman) Parker. 
Together, they carry on their family’s legacy, working side-by-side 
to continually improve their innovative products and services to 
their customers.

“We’re the third generation and we really love what we do,” 
shared Adam from the manufacturing floor. “You can’t sit in an 
office and expect the people out here to respect you. You gain 
respect by getting your hands dirty and working beside them.”

On this day I have stopped in for a visit, hoping to gain some 
insight on the secrets behind this legendary hull that is wood-free 
and has been handcrafted at this plant for over 30 years. Up until 
recently, their catamaran deck boats were only offered factory-
direct, but then the owners decided to introduce their boats to a 
nationwide dealer network, which has led to the growing demand 
for their boats.  

“We’re not doing this to get bigger necessarily; the idea is we 
want to get a few select dealers to help us to not only market 
and sell the product, but to help us better serve our customers,” 
explained Adam. “We feel there’s so much of the public across the 
United States who don’t get the opportunity to see our boats.”
HISTORY LESSON

Adam’s grandfather began his fiberglass career in 1959 and 
then opened his own fiberglass company in 1972 where he made a 
multitude of fiberglass products such as church steeples, van tops 
and fan housings.

In 1989 Doyle developed a new boat hull that he tested. The 
hull ran beautifully with incredible smoothness and stability. He 
knew he had hit on something extraordinary and decided to keep 
this revolutionary cat hull for himself. He and his engineering team 
perfected the hull and Splendor Boats was born. 

“During the downturn in the 80s when he wasn’t designing for 
other companies, he designed the hull that you see today,” added 
Adam. “He was originally going to sell it to another company but 
since we had the capacity to build boats ourselves, he decided to 
keep it and in the late 80s we started rolling out our own Splendor 
Boats off our own assembly line.”
CATAMARAN HULL

Being a family business where nothing was given but only 
earned as each sibling made the financial investment to take 
ownership in Splendor Boats is only part of the story. We’ve been 
hearing for years about this manufacturer and wanted to not only 
see the production side but to test out this legendary hull on the 
water ourselves. 

The success at Splendor Boats has a lot to do with its exclusive 
and unique catamaran hull. The hull design compacts the air and 
water that travels through the inside of the boat’s tunnel which 
causes it to push up on the hull as it takes off. This propels the 
vessel up on plane quickly with minimal bow rise. 

“The handling, the turning and the maneuverability are great, 
but what makes this boat really great is the stability and the 
smooth ride you get over choppy water,” said Adam. “You’re riding 
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over a cushion of air.” 

We had no reason to doubt Adam, especially considering 
his heavy involvement in the building process alongside his 
brother Andrew who manages the fiberglass division. Yet, 
we had made the effort to be here in person to feel the 
difference in this hull ourselves and after a thorough run it 
didn’t disappoint.  

The consistent airflow through the tunnel truly eliminates 
the pounding that others experience in rough waters. I was 
surprised at how well it held it tight corners without slipping 
and the way it crossed rough waves was worth the trip alone.  
FAMILY CONNECTIONS

Today, Splendor employs around 30 hard-working men 
and women including additional family members as well as 

those who after decades of service feel like family to the 
owners. 

“Cindy Slater was originally hired by my grandfather and 
has worked for all three generations of our family for 35 

kids we would be at the shop and Cindy would either explain 
to us what she was doing or shoo us away depending on the 

one of the family!”
Additional family members include Amy’s husband Darren 

who manages the finances as well as a cousin, Jeremy 
Bowers, who has been with Splendor Boats for 26 years.   
UNIQUE IN EVERY WAY

Moving forward, Adam and the rest of his family are 
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